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Women Mobilizing for Aerial War 

From early on in the war, it was clear that conquering the air and achieving air superiority would win 

World War II. However, when the U.S. entered the war in 1941, it did not have nearly enough airplanes or 

pilots to achieve this goal. President Roosevelt called for a production of 50,000 military planes per year.  

The U.S. surpassed this goal and went on to produce as much aircraft as Britain, Soviet Union, Germany, 

and Japan combined! 

All of these airplanes needed pilots, crew, and ground crew. The Army Air Forces  alone had more than 2 

million young men employed in service.  

The United States needed people to fill production, service, and support positions.   For the first time, 

women went to work outside the home in large numbers to fill these positions. Women became factory 

workers, mechanics, service pilots, dispatchers, and filled thousands of positions.  They assisted in every 

branch of service and type of production facility. After the war, some women continued to work outside 

the home, while others did not. 

On the following pages, examine the propaganda posters and photographs of women working at the 

Douglas 63rd Detachment. Then answer the directives or questions below using a separate piece of paper. 

 

1. The purpose of propaganda posters is to present a message and inspire a reaction. What are these 

posters telling World War II era women? How do you think this made them feel? Write a 

paragraph explaining the significance of these posters. 

 

2. What types of jobs did women have at the Douglas 63rd Detachment? 

 

3. Choose a photograph. 

a. Describe the details of the photograph. 

b. How does this picture “say”?  

c. How does it make you feel? 

d. What makes this photograph important? 

 

4. Do you think that working during the war changed women’s role in society after the war? Why or 

Why not?  

 

Bonus: What did the women who worked at the Douglas 63rd Detachment do after the war? 

Go to wwiiflighttraining.org/Cadets/Staff/ and find out.  
 
 
  

http://wwiiflighttraining.org/Cadets/Staff/
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Flight Line Personnel during 43-K and 44-A classes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women mechanics in front of PT-17 Trainer 
Mechanics around a PT-17 Trainer 

SQD-10 Class 44-C, Dispatcher Ms. Milhollin is #4. 

“Keep out of 

the hangars 

and  

let the girl 

mechanics 

alone.” 

 

The First 20 Questions 

Cadet guide book from 63
rd
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